November 28, 2012

0 1710

We are at risk. There is a real and
present danger out there. We have the
capacity to respond to it. We have the
ability to be the best in the world at
this. We have the ability to protect
ourselves better than any other coun-
try in the world, and we will if we will
turn our face towards the problem
rather than away from the problem.

So, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
time. It is my hope that this country
recognizes the threat, deals with the
threat, and successfully looks to the
future for ourselves, our children, and
our grandchildren.

I yield back the balance of my time.

REMEMBERING DAN McKINNON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr. HUN-
TER) for 30 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

It is my unfortunate honor to come
before you and speak about a true son
of America who lost his battle with
cancer 6 days ago on November 22. I
have an article here from the local
paper in San Diego talking about Dan
McKinnon, and it says, Dan McKinnon:
Navy pilot, radio, and airline execu-
tive. Appointed to two Federal boards,
was son of San Diego congressman.
Those are a lot of things, but Dan
McKinnon was so0 much more than
those, even put together.

First, his father was a Democrat con-
gressman from San Diego here in the
1950s, probably stood at this table and
spoke like I'm speaking now. Dan was
a page, when we still had pages in this
House on this floor in the fifties during
the Truman administration as well. He
had a great respect and love for this
country, and he had a great respect and
love for this body and the institution.

He has some great claims to fame.
One of those is this: As a young man,
Dan served in the Navy as a helicopter
pilot, and he’s credited with 62 saves on
land or sea. That’s more saves during
peacetime than any other Navy pilot in
American history. He loved the Navy
and he loved flying, and that led him to
do other things later in his life. But he
was a great pilot. He was inspired to
fly from some words taken from the
movie ‘“The Bridge Over Toko-Ri.”” And
basically the words—I'm going to sum-
marize what made him want to be a
helicopter pilot. There were some folks
talking in this movie, and they basi-
cally said: Where does America get
these kinds of people that want to fly
off these little platforms that are float-
ing in the ocean, go and rescue men or
take out the enemy, and then fly back
out to these platforms again in the
middle of the ocean, try to find those
platforms and then land on them?
Where does America get them? They
are the greatest in that country.

That inspired Dan to join the Navy
and do exactly that—to fly helicopters
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and rescue his fellow sailors that had
the bad luck or the bad skills to land in
the water.

He bought a country radio station in
San Diego and transformed it, made it
into one of the most successful radio
stations in San Diego County. At the
same time, in 1977 he was the president
of the Country Music Association in
Nashville. He also served on the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters’
board of directors here in Washington,
D.C.

And as I go through this litany of
things that Dan McKinnon did, you can
see where his courage, his faith in God,
and his selfless service to country and
Christianity played through through-
out his entire life.

He ran for Congress. He tried to get
in this body in 1980. He had an unsuc-
cessful run for Congress in 1980, but the
next year President Reagan nominated
him to lead the Federal Civil Aero-
nautics Board which basically oversaw
the deregulation of all of the airlines.
And as I know, as somebody who wants
less government and less Big Brother
intervention, Dan McKinnon was the
rare sort of man who, after he did his
work on the Civil Aeronautics Board
and deregulated the airline industry, so
we have what we have now, which is
competition and low rates and ex-
tremely high safety measures, he shut
down his own board that President
Reagan started. Rarely in Washington
do you see a creature that starts up
some kind of board or blue ribbon panel
or commission and actually closes it
down on themselves after they’ve done
the work that they needed to do. That
takes a special person. It takes a spe-
cial person to give up the reins and
say, we don’t need more bureaucracy,
we’re going to shut it down. We’ve done
the work that we were assigned. So he
did that. He didn’t get paid for that ei-
ther. He did it because he wanted to
help the country and he loved being a
pilot and he loved the airline industry.

People say that the airline industry
right now, the way that it is is a direct
reflection of how he deregulated it dur-
ing these times. That was a big deal
when you had the Federal Government
dictating fares and routes, and to
change that into a free market system
where competition could enter, it took
a long time and it took a man of spe-
cial character and significance to do
that, and Dan did it.

His daughter Lisa, who is, I think, a
lieutenant in the Navy right now in
Coronado doing intelligence work for
the Navy SEALs, said this about her
dad: He would say that his Navy wings
were the only thing that he ever did by
himself. He said everything else was a
team effort. He loved being a pilot. He
loved flying for the Navy, and he flew
and sailed to the end of his days.

He also worked for the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. They had him doing
special projects, and he actually got
the Seal Medallion from the Central
Intelligence Agency.

So you take all of these things to-
gether, and you see a man who had a
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full life, a full family, that loved his
country and served his country, and
someone who had courage and true grit
and a true faith in God, that God would
help lead him through his life and his
path, and he trusted in the Lord to do
that.

On a couple of other separate stories,
Dan taught me how to jump motocross
bikes at his ranch when I was a kid. I
got my first job in high school at a TV
station doing the news camera that his
brother had. I got to work on his air-
lines after high school and between col-
lege. I'm a young guy. I'm only 35
years old, Mr. Speaker, and sometimes
young guys like myself need people to
look up to, people that give us struc-
ture and people that tell us which way
is the right way to go and which way is
the wrong way to go. Dan always knew
what the right way to go was. He was
a mentor of mine. And on November 22,
when he lost his battle with cancer,
America and San Diego truly lost one
of their sons and one of the people that
make this country truly great.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 5 o’clock
and 39 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 6429, STEM JOBS ACT OF
2012; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-697) on the resolution (H.
Res. 821) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 6429) to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to pro-
mote innovation, investment, and re-
search in the United States, to elimi-
nate the diversity immigrant program,
and for other purposes; and providing
for consideration of motions to suspend
the rules, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

——
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 3642. An act to clarify the scope of the
Economic Espionage Act of 1996, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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